Barton Lucas, Maryland 400 Veteran 


Barton Lucas 

Cadet, Joshua Bell's Company, 1758 

Ensign, Captain Alexander Beall's Maryland Company, 1758 
Captain, First Maryland Regiment, 1776 

Colonel, Prince George's County Militia, 1777-1778 


Barton Lucas, a captain of the Third Company of the First Maryland Regiment, was born, according to 
some sources, in 1730, in Prince George's County. His father was Thomas Lucas and mother Anne 
Keene. Barton had four siblings named Basil, Margaret, Thomas, and Sarah. [1] 


Lucas served in the Seven Years' War (1754-1763) which had Britain, France and indigenous people as 
combatants, resulting in transfer of northern parts of America and Canada from France to Britain. [2] In 
1758, he signed on as a cadet, a military officer in waiting, in Joshua Bell's Company and he soon was 
a ensign in Captain Alexander Beall's Maryland Company, for which he received modest pay. [3] 
Maryland troops fought at the battle of Fort Duquesne in September of that year, joined by South 
Carolinian troops, to fend off indigenous attacks, but the English were defeated and Marylanders 
covered their retreat. [4] During these military engagements, Lucas was injured. [5] 


In 1762, Lucas married Priscilla Sprigg, whose last name changed to Lucas after their marriage. His 
"beloved wife" Priscilla, "Prisey," was born in 1735 to Osborn Sprigg, a Maryland legislator, and 
Rachel Belt, and was one of five siblings. [6] In 1756, Lucas's father died, willing 112 acres and his 
plantation to Lucas. [7] In the 1750s and 1760s, Barton bought and sold enslaved blacks for his 
plantation. [8] 


During the Revolutionary War, Lucas, a prominent community figure and combat veteran, served in the 
military. He was recommended as a field officer to a Battalion "on the upper part of the Patuxent" in 
1775, however, he likely never served in this capacity since he was chosen in January of the next year 
as a Captain of the Third Company of Col. William Smallwood's Maryland Battalion. [9] In the 
summer of 1776, this Maryland regiment marched to New York and was put under the command of 
Gen. George Washington. 

At the Battle of Brooklyn, the First Maryland Regiment, especially companies led by Lucas, Daniel 
Bowie, Peter Adams, Benjamin Ford, and Edward Veazey, later called the Maryland 400, held off the 
British while the rest of the Continental Army escaped Long Island to safety. While Lucas's company 
played a key role in the Battle of Brooklyn, on August 27, 1776 with sixty percent of his company 
killed, Lucas was ill and could not participate in the battle itself. [10] John Hughes, a private in his 
company, said years later that "Capt. Barton Lucas became deranged in consequence of losing his 
company." Still listed as ill, after the battle, Lucas was returned home and later resigned on October 11, 
1776. However, Lucas rejoined the military as a colonel in the Prince George's County Militia from 
1777-1778. [11] 

After his military service, Lucas settled down to his plantation in Prince George's County. Existing 
records show that enslaved blacks, plantation tools, and farm animals were part of his overall property. 


[12] At his death, sometime between April 8, 1784 and May 16, 1785, in Prince George's County, he 
was still called a colonel and much of his property value consisted of enslaved blacks. [13] 


- Burkely Hermann, Maryland Society of the Sons of American Revolution Research Fellow, 2016. 
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